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Image Policy

All images used are assumed to be 
promotional/marketing photos made available 
to the press for the purpose of describing 
and reviewing faires & festivals. If any party 
feels that intellectual property rights issues 
exist or that images are being used without 
permission, please contact us and we will 
address the concern immediately. 

Compensation - Based on the
Golden Age of Piracy

In the grand tradition of the Golden Age 
of Piracy where the crew was rewarded with 
a share of the booty – the photographers 
who are  Registered Photographic 
Contributors with us and featured on the 
“See you at Faire” pages...and the Authors 
of Advertorials will be paid a pro-rata portion 
of the advertising revenue generated in 
THAT section.  50% of the section total 
revenue (with the other 25% to sales/sales-
management commissions and 25% to the 
publication) will be paid to the Talent...the 
Photographer or Author. Photographers and/
or Writers can personally earn 20% sales 
commission too, if they personally sell any 
ads for their section themselves.

Advertising: Designing your ad

You may submit your print ready ad in 
the appropriate size (see ad guide at www.
piratenationmagazine.com) and resolution.  

We are also available to design your ad w/ 
your submitted details & images.  Ad design 
is a fl at fee of $35 for any size.

However we will design your ad for free 
given the following: once the issue launches, 
but not before, you post the ad on your FB 
page, and/or blog and share it - with a link to 
the magazine website saying “as seen in” and 
that you don’t use the ad in any other pirate 
publications.



Provided Samples: DISCLAIMER

It is the policy of Pirate Nation Magazine 
to solicit and/or accept samples provided 
by 3rd parties for the purposes of review 
and education on this website.  While not all 
products discussed on this site have been 
provided by 3rd parties, readers of Pirate 
Nation Magazine should assume – unless it 
is declared otherwise – that any product that 
is reviewed on this site has been provided 
by a 3rd party. These 3rd parties may or 
may not be agents of the producers of 
said products, and are required by Federal 
Trade Commission guidelines to declare and 
disclose that they have provided this site 
with samples. Provision of samples does not 
constitute a purchased endorsement of any 
product by this site.  All reviews – positive or 
negative – are the opinion of the author of 
the review. Positive reviews or mentions are 
not provided on any quid pro quo basis.

Charitable Promotion Policy

Pirate Nation Magazine is proud to donate 
Advertising Promotional Space to support the 
efforts of the Pirate Community when they 
are raising money for a registered Charity. 
If the donation would be tax deductible, 
we would request a tax receipt for the 
contribution. The organization does NOT 
have to be a 501(c)3 or hold tax exempt 
status to qualify. However, the name of the 
organization must come up as a registered 
charity in their state when we search the 
responsible department in that state. The 
exception would be when money is being 
raised for an individual DIRECTLY and there 
is NO ADMINISTRATIVE or FUND RAISING 
FEE and there is a trust account in place at a 
banking institution or payment processor (like 
PayPal or GoFundMe) in the name of that 
individual.

We will publicize and promote those 
efforts. We cannot verify, validate or 
endorse the cause...and we encourage our 
readers to check the fi nancial reporting that 
organizations fi le with the state (or proposed 
budgets for new organizations) to fi nd out 
how much money is going to the cause vs. 
overhead and expenses.

On The Cover:
Winner of the October Cover Contest - 

Calypso The Sea Witch 

Photographed by Louise Starbird 
Location: Cedar Key Pirate Invasion 9/2014  
Calypso is a freelance graphic designer a 
purveyor of fi ne soaps, lotions and perfumes

http://www.alongcameaspider.biz/
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photo by Dawn Sharka Blue Boone
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By Douglas Kosarek a.k.a. Captain Kraven 
Moregrog of the Crewe of Thee Leviathan...
flying under the flag of the Pirate Nation.

“It’s GOOD
tO be a PIrate!”

Wow...All I can think to start with is THANK YOU...for the 
way that the Pirate Nation has embraced Pirate Nation 
Magazine and it’s content. It was simply amazing to see 
the comments, the traffic, the private messages, the 
submissions, the offers for collaboration, the requests to 
advertise...we knew we had produced a publication that 
we could be proud of, but the response was much more 
positive than we dared hope.



At Pirate Nation Magazine, we have 
carefully chosen contributing authors 
for articles that resonate with YOU...
because these writers are the same 
people you would hang out with at a 
Faire or Festival if they were in your 
geography. We are incredibly open to 
inquiry by additional pirates who wish 
to be contributors as photographers, 
graphic artists or writers. Our online 
collaborative publishing platform 
allows us to work with pirates from all 
over the planet. So if you think you 
have an idea that would be AWESOME 
to see in Pirate Nation Magazine, you 
might be right! Contact us and we’ll 
talk about it.

In the past few weeks we have 
participated in several Pirate Festivals, 
done three pub crawls, broke bread 
with some AWESOME people, met 
many new friends and hosted another 
really amazing Battle of the Bands 
called the Mai Tai Rumble. I really 

LOVE live original music...and have 
been the host of this particular contest 
for the past 7 years...but this year I 
wore my “It’s GOOD to be a Pirate!” 
t-shirt and got some of the coolest 
comments from people. So many 
people came up to me to say how 
much FUN they had at the Island 
Rum Festival that had just been held 

in Daytona on Aug 30th...they said 
they LOVED the pirate invasion of the 
festival and wanted to know how to 
BECOME a Pirate. One pretty young 
lady walked up to Byrda Paradise and 
me exclaiming, “Didn’t I take pictures 
with you two, you’re those Pirates!!” 
But perhaps the neatest part was what 
she said next...”Hey, I heard that the 
Daytona Taproom just went Pirate 
Friendly! I wish the place I work would 
do that!” (the Taproom had in fact just 
signed up as a participating pub in the 
Pubs of the Pirate Nation).  It turns 
out she is a bartender/server and 
her friends working at the Taproom 
were EXCITED about a night that we 
showed up in full garb with about 26 
hungry pirates for burgers and beer 
late-night after the Rum Festival...so 
excited that they told their FRIENDS 
about how their bar “just went 
PIRATE FRIENDLY”...we smiled. It was 
awesome to hear. You just can’t make 
this stuff up.

It was also great to hang out with 
all the musicians in the competition, 
which reminded me of how important 
the Musical Performances are to the 
Faires and Festivals we attend. It’s not 
just a soundtrack. The enthusiasm and 
excitement, the passion and energy 
that an outstanding band can funnel 
into a festival is a key ingredient 
in a FUN day for everyone. It was 
that realization that precipitated the 
launch of another monthly feature...
Music to M’Ears...a feature dedicated 
to highlighting Festival Level Bands 
from around the country and providing 
a directory of bands with a link to 
thier music AND booking information. 
It is my hope that some of the 
small independent festivals find a 
phenominal band or two for their 



event...or that some of the major 
Faires will find exceptional musical 
performers to add to their roster of 
acts. Not only do I hope you like the 
article and enjoy the music, but also 
hope that pirate bands from around 
the country will contact us to be part 
of this ongoing listing intended to 
promote and “lift all boats”.

International Talk Like a Pirate 
Day has come and gone with dozens 
and dozens of doughnuts pillaged by 
plundering pirates, some of whom 
then donated their doughnuts to 
those who serve and protect...which I 
thought was a FANTASTIC idea. Kudos 
to all who put smiles on the police 
officers and firefighters when Pirates 
walked in with free doughnuts.

Speaking of food...I encourage 
you to be sure to read the Layers of 
Living History Article entitled “Food for 
Thought” on the raging debate on the 
quality of authentic pirate quisine. Ken 
Adams has researched the topic and 
has logically laid out a theory that is 
VERY contrary to the belief that it was 
mostly rancid meat and hard tack. It’s 
a GREAT read.

Additionally, we take another look 
into the Glamorous Life of a Vendor...
this time through the eyes of Rachel 
Martin. Many people who attend Faires 

and Festivals never see this side of 
“the life” and we LOVE to hear these 
stories. 

Pirate IveyTaijeron delivers another 
extremely interesting book review...I 
know I personally wanted to go out 
and get a copy of this book and you 
will too. The Honorable Graybeard 
delves into the early stages of training 
for stage combat...and Spike Pierce 
provides an excellent primer on black 
powder things you must know before 
the FUN starts.

Christina Carr begins a revealing 
journey through the creation and 
evolution of a Pirate Persona which 
over the years has become a role 
model to many. We thank her for 
giving us all a peek at what makes 
Charity tick.

Charitable Giving is covered in 
“A Good Time for a Good Cause”...
including a couple of really good 
causes, ONE that helps EVERYONE 
in the Pirate/Renn community and 
ONE that helps just one pirate who’s 
life changed completely while sitting 
in an airline terminal waiting on his 
flight home from a funeral. We also 
cover our policy on how we determine 
what charitable causes Pirate Nation 
Magazine will support with donated 
advertising promotion.

Our FEATURE STORY this month by 
our Special Correspondent Richard 
Mundy is about a gathering of 
pirates in an ancient city...the Oldest 
European City in North America. The 
St. Augustine Pirate Gathering is 
almost here and pirates from around 
the globe enjoy being immersed in 
the history of this beautiful setting for 
Pirate Fun...you will want to be there.



Finally I would be remiss if I didn’t rave about the PHOTOS...our “See you 
at the Faire” section in last month’s magazine was extremely popular (online 
analytics showed a distinct traffic peak on those pages) and this month has 
many, many more high quality captures by our team of registered contributing 
accomplished photographers. Also, the submitted photo nominees for next 
month’s cover...wow...we will be blessed by who ever is chosen by our readers 
for the cover. So many truly beautiful images...all for YOU to enjoy...and vote 
upon.

It’s also a GREAT time to be a Pirate! The weather is cooling off here in Florida 
and the festival season is heating up. There is something to do EVERY weekend 
between now and Christmas and sometimes as many as three major events all 
within a reasonable drive. It would be GREAT to be able to be at every festival 

but time, money and energy can only be stretched so thin...and I just haven’t 
figured out that whole two (or three) places at once thing. There are major 
festivals now open or opening soon in the Carolina’s, in Texas, in California and 
others coming to a close in Maryland, Massachusetts, Ohio and Kansas City.

So get out there and raise a mug!...Pirate all the time you can, and give none 
of it back. Life is just too short to drink bad wine, or bad RUM for that matter. 
Circumstances can change in an instant. Go out and “Make it a GREAT day, 
EVERYDAY!”

And why wouldn’t you...

After all...It’s GOOD to be a Pirate!



by Kraven Moregrog and 
Richard A. Mundy,

Special Correspondent

I can’t remember if it’s Boy Scouts 
or Pirates that should always be 
prepared (Boy Scouts make more 
sense) but Pirates need to prepare for 
the extravagant Seventh Annual St. 
Augustine Pirate Gathering to be held 
November 7, 8 and 9 at St. Francis 
Field on West Castillo Drive in St. 
Augustine. Anticipated attendance is 
expected to top 10,000. The hours for 
the Gathering are Friday – 7th, 2pm-
10pm; Saturday – 8th, 10am-10pm; 
Sunday – 9th, 10am-5pm.

The event will be hosted by the 
Ancient City Privateers, a non-profit 
organization donating the funds raised 
by this event toward providing local 
children the ability to attend summer 
camp through the local LAMP Program 
(Lighthouse Maritime Archeology 
Program).

Dave Kolodzik and Nancy Bennett 

of Sunshine Promotions & Events are 
this year’s organizer and promoter of 
the Gathering. Additional information 
is on their website at www.
thepirategathering.com.

Perhaps missing at some events, 
but one of the driving themes of this 
gathering according to Sunshine 
Promotions, is that there will truly be 
“Something for Everyone.” Over 100 
vendors are expected at this largest 
and grandest St. Augustine Pirate 
Gathering to date.

7th Annual

St. Augustine
Pirate Gathering



What would a pirate event be without the 
possibility of TREASURE. There will be a drawing 
for a genuine treasure coin from the legendary 
shipwreck salvage of the “Atocha” (with a certificate 
of authenticity), valued at up to $1,000. The nominal 
admission charge of $5 (Military $3, children under 
12 $2) qualifies you in the drawing for the Pirate 
treasure coin. No other purchase is necessary.

Of special importance at this Pirate Gathering 
will be many of the activities that proved to be a 

hit at previous gatherings...while adding several new attractions that should 
please all that attend. Regardless of whether you have attended since the FIRST 
Gathering or if THIS is your first, the St. Augustine Pirate Gathering is one of 
the premier pirate re-
enactment events in the 
country which pirates 
from all over the map 
(even internationally) 
will chart a course to 
attend.

Pirates are rumored 
to enjoy their RUM. No 
problem. This year’s 
Gathering will feature 
two special liquid 
refreshments for those 
so inclined: traditional 
Pirate Grog and a new 
Mango Rum Pirate 



Punch, which is made possible by the 
generosity (and special Mango Rum) 
provided by the feature sponsor of 
the Gathering, Bacardi Rum. Bacardi 
just recently celebrated their 150th 
anniversary and while no official 
records exist, it is suspected that 
many a pirate has enjoyed Bacardi 
products through the years.

Some of the anticipated highlights 
of this year’s Gathering include a 
formal Pirate Bash that has been 
moved to Friday night from 6pm 
to 11pm at Fort Menendez, which 
will allow the ladies, as well as their 
gentlemen, to dress in their finest 

pirate garb and regalia. Powdered 
Wigs and Silk Ball Gowns are not out 
of the question as these proper pirates 
“strut their stuff”...first at the Bash 
and then later throughout the streets 
of the Old Town. 



The Blue Lotus Belly Dancing 
Troupe will be swirling about the 
venue to the delight of the patrons. 
Dirty James and the Rusty Anchors 
will perform sea shanties and then 
the Bawdy Boys will finish the Bash’s 
entertainment with their unique and 
popular musical musings.

Saturday Afternoon, the traditional 
Garrison vs. Pirates battle will be 
held on Francis Field as the Pirates 
invade the Spanish Garrison. This is a 
‘grudge’ battle of sorts, as each group 
is hoping to break a three to three tie 
in victories. (Blood and Gore has been 
promised to be kept to a minimum...
although there will be lots of BOOM, 
bang, pow and WOW.)

A very special pirate cruise has 
been scheduled aboard the Pirate 
ship Black Raven for Saturday. The 
ship will depart from her berth at the 
St. Augustine Marina at 4:15 with a 
full assortment of pirates at a special 
discounted ticket rate of $29.95 

available at the Black Raven tent for 
the gathering, book early...when the 
ship is full of pirates, it’s full. You don’t 
want to miss the boat.

Black powder demonstrations, 
sword fights within an open challenge 
fight ring, a living history encampment 
and live entertainment will take place 
on two stages and throughout the 
grounds of the festival the entire three 
days to enhance the opportunities 
for fun and excitement for everyone 
during the Gathering. Over 20 acts 
including the FairWynds Circus, Rusty 
Cutlass, the Tricorners, For Love or 
Money and the Sahara Silk dance 
troupe.

Many special activities are available 
for the young powder monkeys too, 
including a special inflatables activities 
area, pony rides, mermaids, arts and 
craft vendors and a Children’s Pirate 



Book Author who will be doing Ninny 
Nanny Silly Pirate Story readings 
on the East Stage at various times 
throughout the weekend. There are 
also large variety of food choices, Fire 
Dancers and Kid Friendly SeaHunter 
the Magician.

St. Francis House, a local charity, 
is also showcasing a fund raiser at 
the event. Local community leaders 
and politicians are competing with 
one another in raising funds with the 
one raising the least having to ‘walk 
the plank’ into a dunk tank. A fitting 
end to the one who brings in the least 
booty for this worthy cause.

On Saturday evening at 9pm, a $10 
Poker Pub Crawl will start at Francis 
Field and proceed through Old Town 
stopping at five local pubs...at each 
pub you draw your next playing card. 
At the end of the run, the best hands 
for first, second and third place win a 

cash prize (with an additional special 
prize for the absolute worst hand).

St. Augustine, is the oldest 
continually inhabited settlement in 
the continental United States with 

over 450 years of history seemingly 
everywhere you turn. The Castillo de 
San Marco looms over the waterfront 
within view of the festival...this 
coquina rock fortification took almost 
25 years to build and is absolutely 
breathtaking. With the stunning 
architecture of Flagler College and 
the ornate Bridge of Lions crossing 

http://thepirategathering.com


the St. Johns River on Matanzas 
Bay with Tall Ships at dock...
it’s unlike almost any other 
pirate festival. Walking down 
historic St George Street through 
the Colonial Quarter with well 
garbed pirates all around 
you can viscerally transport 
you back in time...it is an 
experience somewhat unique to 
the Gathering...and part of it’s 
magical attraction.

The other crucial ingredient 
is the PIRATES...and they do 
come from EVERYWHERE. 
The Gathering is aptly titled...
because you see people at 
this event that you have met 
online from all over the world...
gathered for a GOOD TIME in an 
Ancient City.

Mark your calendar, matey, and as 
Blackbeard has been heard to say, “Ye’d best’ 
not to be missin’ it.”

http://pirateswifetricornhats.com


Day of the dead or Dia de 
los Muertos and Halloween 
are not the same thing Day 
of the Dead is a holiday that 
focuses on gatherings of 
family and friends to pray 
for and remember friends and 
family members who have 
died.
The celebration takes place 
on October 31, November 1 
and November 2.

Traditions 
connected with the 
holiday include 
building private 
altars called 
ofrendas, honoring 
the deceased 
using sugar skulls, 
marigolds, and the 
favorite foods and 
beverages of the departed, and visiting 
graves with these as gifts. They also 
leave possessions of the deceased.

The reason 
they are 
called sugar 
skulls 
during that 
day lots of 
the skull 
figures are 
made from 
a mixture 

of water and sugar you would recreate 
the image of the person who had 
passed on as a skeleton doing what 

they enjoyed or did for a 
living and place this out with 
food and treats so on day of 
the dead when spirits were 
able to visit us they would see 
these things and know that 
they were honored and not 
forgotten! 

Dia de los
   Muertos

photo credit: 
www.anyoccasionphotography.com

Sugar skulls by Mike Quinn The Skeleton Pirate 
of Fort Meyers Beach 
http://instagram.com/skeletalpirate



The connection between Pirates and  Dia de los Muertos or the Day 
of the Dead is very strong as both have the same main image:  that 
of the skull in one form or another. One uses the image to show 
respect and honor those who have passed on and the other uses the 
image to strike fear in those who would oppose them.  I have two 
tattoos which are Dia de los Muertos inspired pirate skulls so both 
themes play very well off of each other! 

-George "Gonzo" Gonzales

Makeup  by
Liz Gruesome of 

http://www.sgtattoo.com/

http://www.sgtattoo.com/




Lifetimeoffun.com
FL Seller of Travel: ST-36656
Worldwide Headquarters
211 East International Speedway Blvd.
Daytona Beach, FL 32118

only $9.95 per month, no contract, cancel at any time
follow the link to sign up and the $398 initiation fee is waived!

http://www.lifetimeoffun.com/KravenMoreGrog

Guaranteed...

Best Air Fares - Guaranteed!
Best Hotel Rates - Guaranteed!
Best Car Rental Rates - Guaranteed!
Best Deals on Family Getaways - Guaranteed!
Best Attraction and Activity Tickets - Guaranteed!
Best Cruise Rates - Guaranteed! PLUS 5% Welcome Home Rebate!!

Plus SAVE 50% or more on local dining with Restaurant.com SPECIALS
INCREDIBLE $299.00 Resort Weeks (8day/7night) Available Worldwide

Commission Free Travel!











“Prepare Thyself for Merriment” ~ the words which appear over the entrance 
gate at Revel Grove as you enter the Maryland 
Renaissance Festival 
which is now in it 37th 
year.  

As one whose very fi rst 
renaissance festival was 
Maryland’s when I was 
18 (not telling how many 
years ago that was) I 
must tell you this faire is 
worth traveling to!  The 
entertainment is always 

top knotch, the grounds are clean, the staff and 
patrons are for the most part merry & friendly!  
 Two years ago I introduced my niece and nephew 
to the faire and in true faire fashion, made sure they 
were garbed! They liked it so well, we returned a few 
weeks later!  They met the King and Queen who were 
ever so gracious!   

Speaking of the King,
he is certainly a familiar sight at the Faire
Mr. Fred Nelson has portrayed the beloved

King Henry the VIII for 13 plus years.  

The year is 1521.  King Henry VIII with his Queen, 
Katherine of Aragon, and their royal court visit the village as 

part of their annual summer progress.

Maryland

The year is 1521.  King Henry VIII with his Queen, 

MarylandMarylandM
Renaissance Festival

October: 4, 5, 11, 12, 18, 19
Open from 10:00am - 7:00pm.

Open rain or shine.

1821 Crownsville Rd.
Annapolis, MD 21401
For more information

call 1-800-296-7304

Byrda Paradise















Weekends now  
through October 13

10:00 am to 7:00 pm rain or shine
633 N. 130th St. 

Bonner Springs, KS 66012
Weapons Strictly Prohibited

“The Festival is incredible! There is so much 
to see and do that there is no trouble fi nding 
something for every member of your family 
or group. The grounds are clean and the cast 
are always willing to help you if they can.”

“What a great atmosphere! It is a great 
outing whether taking my kiddos or having a 
day just for the grownups!”

“I didn’t know what to expect going in my 
fi rst time, but it was not long before I fell 
totally in love with it! When I am there, it 
is like living in a dream. I never wanted to 
leave.”

“The festival has become a tradition in our 
family. We always look forward to having 
the time of our lives and have never been 
disappointed.”

“We are on the last few weekends of the 
Kansas City Renaissance Festival and its 
been a great show. The theme this year has 
been focused on PIRATES and to be honest...
its been one of the most FUN times I’ve had 
here at KCRF. I will be sad when the run is 
over”

-Kevin Briscoe Brotherhood of Steel

Cinn O’Lawt - a six year veteran of the 
Kansas City Renaissance Festival as the 
Captain of the Sea Sirens; an all female 
performance troupe of pirates that perform 
at pirate and renaissance festivals.









Anna Maria Island Privateers
Pirate Invasion 2014
November 1 - 2, 2014

Coquina Beach Festival Field
2650 Gulf Drive Bradenton 

Beach, Florida 34217
There will be Pirate crews from far and 
wide, Live Music, Food, Drink, Arts & 
Crafts, Period Re-enactors, Pirate Garb, 
Kids Play Area,  and much more!

This Invasion Is In Partnership 
with The Anna Maria Island 

Privateers, Keep Manatee Beautiful  
& The Anna Maria Island Chamber 

Of Commerce.

We couldn’t be more proud of our 
sponsors.  This is a true community 
wide effort, we tip our piratey hats to 

those businesses in our community that 
support our ongoing mission of kids and 
community.  We hopr that you support 
them as they have chosen to support 
us!  2014 Pirate Invasion Sponsors:

Anna Maria Island Chamber of 
Commerce

Anna Maria Island Privateers
Sharkslayer Fishing Charters

USA Fence
Budweiser

Miller Electric
Anna Maria Island Sun

The Islander
Kallins - Little - Delgado Attorneys at 

Law

You won’t want the lads and lasses to 
miss a minute! Fireball, Bouccanier 
and their crew have an action packed 
weekend planned!

Children’s activities begin on SATURDAY

There will be Pirate crews from far and wide,
Live Music, Food, Drink, Arts & Crafts,

Period Re-enactors, Pirate Garb, 
Kids Play Area,  and much more!

November1-2, 2014

This Invasion Is In Partnership with The Anna Maria Island Privateers, Keep Manatee Beautiful  & 
The Anna Maria Island Chamber Of Commerce.

Sat Nov. 1st

10:00 Cortez Sea Shanty Singers

11:00 Steel Relic (Teens)

12:30 Cortez Sea Shanty Singers

1:30  Kettle of Fish

5:00  Kei Bland & Savannah Brady

6:00 ARRR, Ink

6:45 Shotgun Justice

Coquina Beach Festival Field

2650 Gulf Drive

Bradenton Beach, FL 34217

Sunday Nov.2nd9:30 Worship Service- Crosspoint Fellowship Church
11:00  Savannah Brady Band12:45  Tangled Mangos2:15 ARRR, Ink3:00 - Kim Betts & the Gamble 

Creek Band (Kim is the daughter of Dickey 

Betts of the Allman Brothers)

Blood Drive
both days















Tybe e Island 
Pirate Fe stival
Octobe r 9 -12

The fe stival kicks off with a 
bang at the Crab Shack’s Buccaneer 
Ball on Thursday night where 
you will find pirates from all over 
America clashing tankards together 
and feasting on some much needed 
fuel for the weekend. On Friday, 
the Pirates officially invade Tybee, 
and the strip is packed with quality 
vendor booths which remain open 
throughout the festival. As always, 
during daylight hours Tybee Island 
Pirate Festival focuses on family 
friendly fun for all – but beware, for 
after the fall of dark most all Pirate 
Festivals are rated ARRRRR and 
much rum, dancing, and merriment 
will ensue!

These days 
I’m tight 
laced into full 
steel boned 
corsets and 
sporting some 
very real and 
accurate gear 
and garb. 
Tybee Island 
Pirate Festival 
is a melting 

pot of experience and that’s what 
makes it so unique! This is a festival 
for every kind of pirate! If you 
haven’t tried Tybee yet, or maybe 
you have never been to a Pirate 
Festival at all but you have a skull 
bandanna in your sock drawer that 
needs to be put to good use, then 
come to Tybee Island Pirate Festival! 
See ya there, or walk tha’ plank 
mate!                                                     

 ~ Lady Lindsey Lee

• music 
• vendors
• children activities
• adult costume contests
• fireworks
• Pirate Parade
•  and more!



























In 1920, when Prohibition began, Captain Bill McCoy made a name 
for himself as America’s fi rst “Rum Runner.”  He always delivered the 
fi nest quality rum, which became known around the world as “The 
Real McCoy.”

Following McCoy’s Prohibition Tradition, our suite of aged rums 
are hand-crafted with the same unadulterated authenticity as the 
celebrated rum that fueled the Roaring Twenties.

This is the genuine article – enjoyed neat, or as part of your 
favorite rum cocktail…

…it’s The Real McCoy®.



See you at Faire! 
Faires in many parts of the country are fast approaching their fi nal days.  
How could that be?  How did six, seven and eight weeks simply fl y by? In 
Michigan, Photographer and Pirate Paul Siegmund frequented the Michigan 
Renaissance Festival most weekends. These pages celebrate the revelry, the 
friendships and the pagentry that is faire.

Michigan Renaissance Festival 
Photographs by: Paul A. Siegmund.  



In Loving Memory:

   We celebrate Captain Tigerlily LaRue/
Jessica Masserant’s life. A life � lled with the 
great endeavors of wife, mother, student, 
teacher, thespian, director, gypsy, pirate 
captain, entrepreneur, and friend. � e � ame 
of her light cannot be fully extinguished and 
will continue to burn forever in us all. 

As all of our crewes have learned, not 
all treasure is silver or gold, our greatest 
treasure is our mates, those we hold near 
and dear to our hearts. May you all have 
a Tigerlily in your treasure chests and 
remember to live life to the fullest. 

Now cracks a noble heart.—Good night, 
sweet princess, And � ights of angels sing 
thee to thy rest!

~Brethren Of the Great Lakes

photo courtesy Russ Turner Photography, MIphoto by David Sauger ~ 
Ronin Wolf-Man Moony



Washington Midsummer Renaissance Faire 
at Bonney Lake, WA Photographs by Larry Bennett              

Larry Bennett



Why do we go to Faires & Festivals?  
 
 Everyone has their favorite “thing” 
that brings us back year after year - or has 
us traveling across the state or across the 
country to participate.  What’s yours? 

The Pagentry? The Music? The Artisans? 
The Garb? The Food? The Jousts?

The Cannons? The Vendors?
The History? The Fantasy?

  
 Maybe for many, the escape from 
our own reality that comes from garbing 
up and turning back time as we enter 
the gates of faire and cross into another 
century, is what draws us in and captures 
our hearts?

The encampments and re-
enacting performances offer a 
glimpse into what life may have 
been like in the past. 



Hoggetowne Medieval Festival
Gainesville, FL  Photographs by Ginny White





Jesters, 
 Falconers, 
  Pirates, 
   Royalty, 
    Friends, 
     Smiles, 
        More Pirates, 
         Swords, 
          Pixies...



Jesters, 
 Falconers, 
  Pirates, 
   Royalty, 
    Friends, 
     Smiles, 
        More Pirates, 
         Swords, 
          Pixies...

And of course... there’s the pickles!

Pennsylvania Renaissance Festival
Manheim, PA  Photographs by Joseph A. Long

Faire!!!!







 Barter economies 
are the earliest 
form of a monetary 
system in place. A 
barter economy is 
an exchange based 
economy in which 
goods or services are 
directly traded for 
other goods or services. A pure barter 
economy also does not have a common 
form of currency so all trades must 
take place for other goods or services.

 It is a known fact that in 
recent times, barter economies 
have greatly assisted in counter 
acting unemployment and economic 
insecurity. When cash is tight...
business owners will offer to pay for 
services they STILL NEED with items 
from their business inventory. Each 
party gets what they want and many 
times cash doesn’t even change hands. 
The Internet is directly attributed 
to further spreading modern barter 
economic systems.

 There are a few limitations with 
PURE barter economies to be mindful 
of.

1) In a PURE barter economy in 
order for the actual barter or trade 

to occur, the two 
people involved need 
to want the goods or 
services that the other 
has. This is called a 
“double coincidence 
of needs” and a trade 
can not occur unless 
this is present.

2) In a PURE barter economy, there is 
no common measure of value due to 
the lack of a common currency. The 
values of goods and services are not as 
easily measured in a barter economy. 
If a person does not have enough 
goods to cover the value of the goods 
or services that they wish to receive. 
then a transaction cannot occur. 
When this happens, it is called “the 
indivisibility of certain goods”.

3) In a PURE barter economy, there is 
also a lack of standards for deferred 
payments. This also refers to the 
economy’s lack of common currency or 
value; however, the debt could always 
be broken up based upon the actual 
number of units of a product and then 
eventually used for payment.

4) Finally, In a PURE barter economy 
there is a difficulty in actually storing 
wealth. If the economy is based on 
perishable goods, then it is extremely 
impractical to store the goods.

Barter
exchange



 MODERN BARTER EXCHANGES can 
solve those issues...while providing 
support to businesses and consumers 
in a local economy. Usually this is 
done by combining the ability to 
barter with the ability to pay for goods 
directly using MONEY or by paying for 
goods directly with credits you earn 
by selling or trading goods on the 
exchange.

 It stimulates businesses by 
transferring the goods or services 
that Pirate Vendors and/or Exchange 
Members have available for other 
goods or services by facilitating 
the EXCHANGE. You can essentially 
conserve cash and can acquire GREAT 
deals from other Exchange Members. 
Bartering is not as susceptible to 
inflation when the values of the goods 
or services are agreed as equal. 
Bartering even allows you to sell 
services or goods to customers who 
may be dealing with limited cash flow 
but who are willing to pay you with 
needed goods and/or services.

 Our web-based-software that 
creates our own PIRATE NATION 
barter economy will be located at 
www.ourpiratenation.com under Black 
Bart’s Barter Exchange...and it allows 
you to sell or swap various items for 
cash, credits or a combination thereof. 
Imagine paying for a plumbing 
problem with a Baldric...or conversely, 
buying your next sword with credits 
you earned as a carpenter building 
another Pirate’s deck. Barter can be 
used to establish niche markets and 
has been very effective in trading rare 
goods. 

 Visitors to Black Bart’s Barter 
Exchange will have the ability to list 
items for swap or sale in exchange 
for another item, currency or points. 
If users come to the site and do not 
immediately find what they need, they 
can create a wish list so that fellow 
users may fulfill the request.

Key User Interaction Features:
• Users can swap, buy, and sell items 

creating a marketplace of products
• Users can add their own wish list to 

share with others
• Users can negotiate through offers 

and counter offers
• Users can exchange item(s) with 

item(s) of a different value plus 
cash and points

• Referral system to attract more 
users...more users means more 
opportunity to trade and create 
commerce.

Barter Exchange Quality Assurance is 
accomplished through an eBay style 
peer to peer feedback system 



for reporting and documenting the 
reliability and quality of transactions 
for current users.

 The launch of this Pirate Nation 
Barter Exchange at OurPirateNation.
com will bring Pirate to Pirate 
commerce to a whole new level...one 
that is both historically more accurate 
and yet facilitated by the modern 
technological age. HUZZAH! 

by Kraven MoreGrog

http://https://www.facebook.com/leathertales
http://www.pubsofthepiratenation.com


Brand Identitiy 
Professional Imagery

Photography & Image Manipulation
Logo Design / Re-Design

Website Design, Mobile Marketing
Text & Social Media Marketing

brochures, presentation folders, signs, banners
videos, novelties, photography, press releases, social media

implementation and management

Providing Web & e-commerce solutions:
 text, mobile and social media marketing
 to Pirates, Vendors, Artisans 
 no matter what your sales and marketing challenge
 Missing Link can help pull it all together.



Charcoal, & 10% Sulfur

How it works: Combustion produces 
immense pressure in the form of 
released gases and tremendous heat 
in the form of burning gases and 
solids. Black powder is sized or graded 
from coarse to fine. The grains of 
black powder are sized or graded by 
the letter “F” followed by a small “g” 
which represents “grains”. The size of 
the grains has a direct influence on 
the speed at which the powder burns. 
The larger the grains, the more coarse 
the powder, the slower the powder 
burns. We will go into great detail in 
the next segment.

 Safe Handling Tips

-      Wear appropriate shoes or 
boots that are rubber/Vibram soled 
and do not have treads that will trap 
stones or explosive materials. Shoe 
uppers must be made of materials 
that will not produce static or spark.

-     Wear cotton or non-synthetic 
clothing and gloves. Synthetic fabrics 
may produce static electricity.

-     To avoid eye contact, wear 
safety glasses when necessary. If 
contact occurs, flush eyes with water.

-     Wear a dust mask if there are 
harmful amounts of chemicals or dust 
in the air.

-     It is absolutely necessary to 
handle, lift, and carry product with 
care.

-     Do not drag, push, drop or 
toss explosives or packages of black 
powder.

Black Powder 
Storage and Handling
Welcome back to Fuego. 

As I promised, we are going to 
begin at the beginning with the basics. 
These next two articles are going to 
deal with the most commonly needed 
knowledge about black powder. In 
other words, before you can make 
it go “BOOM” you need to know 
what it is, how to handle it, how to 
store it safely, and how to handle 
it in the field. You will need this 
information, as well as a description 
of the different types of black powder 
grades, in order to properly use black 
powder small arms and artillery. It is 
my opinion that anyone who wants 
to participate in historical weapons 
firing, re-enactments, and black 
powder demonstrations would want 
a complete understanding of black 
powder and the arms they will be 
using in the demonstrations. So let’s 
get to it.

Okay, black powder. What are we 
dealing with? 

A mix of three elements:

-     A nitrate, usually Saltpeter 
(potassium nitrate) which supplies 
oxygen

-     A carbon fuel, Charcoal

-     Sulfur, acts as a stabilizer and 
lowers combustion temperature

Mix Ratio of 75% Nitrate, 15% 

Spike Pierce



-     Avoid impact, friction, heat, 
sparks, and open flame.

-     Clean up any spill with non-
static producing broom and dust pan. 
Follow proper disposal techniques.

-     Keep away from children. 

-     Wash hands thoroughly after 
handling.

-     Do not store in the same area 
with other combustible materials.

-     Use care when opening 
containers. Do not allow box cutters, 
knives, etc to touch metal case 
fasteners or the black powder cans 
inside.

Storage

Storage of black powder MUST 
comply with the Federal Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (ATF) 
requirements found here. All explosive 
material must be kept in a locked 
magazine, meeting the ATF standard, 
unless they are in the process of 
manufacture, being physically handled 
in the operating process of a user, 
being used, or being transported to a 
place of storage. There are different 
types of magazines. Some are 
buildings, while others are mobile and 
used for indoor and outdoor storage. 
Let’s looks first at the different types 
of magazines for bulk storage of black 
powder and what can be stored in 
them.

Containers

What May be Stored in Magazines?

Black powder in the original 
manufacturers packaging up to the 
maximum quantity allowed for the 
specific type of magazine. One pound 
cans may be stored within a magazine 
inside of the cardboard shipping 
boxes, within ammo cans or directly in 
the magazine.

Black powder in the form of 
cartridges or cannon rounds.

Cartridges (paper or metallic) or 
cannon rounds may be stored within a 
magazine up to the maximum quantity 
of black powder allowed for the 
specific type of magazine. They must 
be stored within ammo cans within the 
magazine.

Location

Outdoor magazines in which black 
powder is stored must be located 
no closer to inhabited buildings, 
passenger railways, public highways, 
or other magazines in which explosive 
materials are stored, then the 

minimum distances specified in the 
table of distances for storage of low 
explosives. Refer to the ATF Table of 
Distances.

Distances may not be reduced by 
the presence of barricades.

Type 1 Magazine, Outdoor only. : Photo: ATF



Types of Magazines for Permanent and Outdoor 
Black Powder Storage

Type 1 Magazine
A type 1 magazine is a permanent structure: a building, an igloo or “Army 

type structure”, a tunnel, or a dugout.

•   Maximum Storage Capacity Limited by the ATF Table of Distances for 
Storage of Low Explosives. The amount of black powder stored is based on 
the distance of the magazine from any inhabited buildings, public railroad or 
highway or any other above ground magazine.

Type 2 Magazine
A type 2 magazine is a mobile and portable indoor or outdoor magazine. It is 

a box, trailer, semi-trailer, or other mobile facility.

Maximum Storage Capacity

• Outdoor Magazine: Limited by the ATF Table of Distances for Storage of 
Low Explosives. Amount of black powder stored is based on the distance of the 
magazine from any inhabited buildings, public railroad or highway or any other 
above ground magazine.

 • Indoor Magazine: Must not exceed 50 pounds of black powder.

Type 2 Magazine. Indoor and Outdoor. Photo: U.S Explosives



Type 3 Magazine
A type 3 magazine is a 

portable outdoor magazine for the 
temporary storage of explosives 
while attended - a type 3 magazine 
is a “day-box” or other portable 
magazine. Explosive materials may 
not be stored unattended in type 
3 magazines but must be removed 
to type 1 or type 2 magazines for 
unattended storage.

 Maximum Storage Capacity

• Magazine: Limited by the ATF 
Table of Distances for Storage 
of Low Explosives. If outdoors, 
amount of black powder stored 
is based on the distance of the 
magazine from any inhabited 
buildings, public railroad or 
highway or any other above ground 
magazine. If indoors, must not 
exceed 50 pounds of black powder.

Type 4 Magazine
A type 4 magazine is a building, 

igloo or “Army-type structure,” 
dugout box trailer or semitrailer or 
any other mobile magazine.

Maximum Storage Capacity

 •      Outdoor Magazine: Limited 
by the ATF Table of Distances for 
Storage of Low Explosives. Amount 

The Powder Box  

A 16 year old Boy Scout was killed 
when the cannon he was firing as part 
of the scout camp’s daily ceremony 
blew apart. Rag and potato wadding 
in addition to a canister of sand being 
used as a projectile were reported. 
It was determined that scout leaders 
had no formal training and the camp’s 
training videos showed someone 
standing in front of the barrel to 
load and didn’t cover the amount of 
propellant or use of a rammer. The 
victim was in his second year on the 
summer staff, was a member of the 
National Honor Society, a blacksmith, 
and member of 4H. He had been a 
scout since 1993 and his father is 
a scoutmaster. The camp was fined 
$11,500.

Artillery Man - Magazine.Tillamook, 
Oregon. 8/1/2003.

Type 3 Magazine, portable outdoor Photo: U.S Explosives



of black powder stored is based 
on the distance of the magazine 
from any inhabited buildings, public 
railroad or highway or any other 
above ground magazine.

•   Indoor Magazine: Must not 
exceed 50 pounds of black powder.

Type 4 Magazine Photo: Ballistics Products

I know that was a lot of technical 
information to digest. Don’t be 
intimidated, but do remember that 
to safely use black powder weapons, 
you will need to devote time to gain 
the knowledge. So reread this, keep 
it in your kit and have your friends 
and mates quiz you so that you start 
to internalize this very important 
information. Please remember, there 
is a wealth of information pertaining 
to the safe operations of black 
powder and weapons. I urge to find 
additional reference material. In the 
next issue, I will be recommending 
some books and links to get more 
detailed information on the subject. 
And again, I highly recommend 
taking a State or National Park 
course before you purchase any 
weapons or powder.

 Next Issue:  Different outdoor 
field magazines and storage boxes, 
the different grades of black powder, 
and their uses. 

FEDERAL REGULATION RESOURCES: 
Information above quoted from ATF and NPS 
standards for safety and storage.
 ATF – Tables and StandardS for explosives
GPO – Federal regulations

A monthy feature.      Spike Pierce Key West, FL
Black Powder Specialist

Re-Enactor, Pirate, Author













Round, dye and smooth the edges and 

gum them to baby smooth perfection. 
Smack down on rivets and ... viola! $35

The birth of a frog.

It starts with California Latigo leather. I 
strip out the straps, punch 27 holes in 
them...

cut out the base and an oblong punch 
does the holes.



This is a custom Baldric for Michael in Orange Park Florida. Michael is a long-term 
customer with a matching belt and a pair of vambraces as well. 



Belts can be created to fi t your waist 
and imagination! Although most belts 

you see at Faires or Festivals that I 
vendor at, are stock items.

It was a little insane when I created this 
for a mad man by the name of Mike. 
This is a 1 gallon fl ask, believe it or not! 
This could only come from the mind of 
an Italian madman.

The “Baldruse”

A Baldric for those who don’t carry a 
sword, and a stylish way to carry a 
pouch. This one uses a buffalo hide 
pouch. Each is custom to your style.

As you look at these exclusive and 
incredibly well-made creations, feel free 
to contact me if you have questions. 
That’s what I do! 

https://www.facebook.com/
derosasbootsandleather





MIRRORMIRROR

This month we feature This month we feature This month we feature 
Pamela (Papo) Trammel Pamela (Papo) Trammel Pamela (Papo) Trammel 
of Michigan.  Her talent of Michigan.  Her talent of Michigan.  Her talent 
and love of the art and love of the art and love of the art 
never ceases to amaze!  never ceases to amaze!  never ceases to amaze!  
Whether Steampunk or Whether Steampunk or Whether Steampunk or 
Dryad, Renaissance or Dryad, Renaissance or Dryad, Renaissance or 
Pinup this is one pirate Pinup this is one pirate Pinup this is one pirate 
who grabs our attention who grabs our attention who grabs our attention 
and our hearts! and our hearts! and our hearts! 

MIRRORMIRRORMIRRORMIRRORMIRRORMIRRORMIRRORMIRRORMIRRORMIRRORMIRRORMIRRORMIRRORMIRROR

This month we feature 

stepping through the looking glass



stepping through the looking glass



for luxury items such as meats and 
fresh foods. There is evidence of cove 
settlements where ships were berthed 
when not out raiding the trade routes. 
Although work was aboard ship, life 
was on land. There could be dedicated 
cooks and armorers, and storage for 
foods to resupply the ship during long 
stays at sea.

Near Tortuga, a group of pirates 
would raid nearby islands for wild 
game and cattle. They would return to 
their encampments and cook Boucan, 
the first recognized Pirate Barbeques. 
Hence the name Buccaneers. Meats 
were cooked on an open pit or stand 
much like today’s backyard barbeques.   

Yes, fish was plentiful and was 

What do you feed a pirate,… 

grog and hardtack?
Many scholars debate this issue. 

There are some historians that 
have shown life as a pirate was not 
scraping the bottom of the barrel 
for rations. Although piracy was 
mostly a ship borne activity, 
many pirate encampments 
and settlements have been 
recorded. Rations needed to be 
hardy and stable while at sea 
for many days or even weeks. 
However, as many ships stayed 
near ports or returned often 
to trading routes, a myriad 
of opportunities presented 
themselves. Inbound vessels 
were raided for livestock and 
fruit shipments, as well as 
drink and clothing. Items that 
were not wanted, but still of 
value, could be traded in port 

by Ken Adams



included in the diet, but not all was 
simple food or scarce. Wines and rum 
were scavenged or traded for, as were 
meats from the local islands. This 
varied the menu of the pirate quite 
well. It has been told in some tales 
of festivals held ashore with feasts 
aplenty. Normally, different crews 
from different ships did not play well 
with others. Many settlements were 
just more permanent encampments 
and the residents were all from the 
same ship. Occasionally there would 
be more than one crew present but 
this seemed rare as pirates were an 
untrusting lot.

Dinnerware mostly was a bowl 
and spoon, however, fine dining 
utensils were often found at the table. 
This was more to show status than 
manners as they dove into their meals 
with both hands. Those wishing to 
regale or gloat of their success may 
demonstrate etiquette and class. 

Most did not.  Forks were usually 
rudimentary and the knife was the 
common tool for cutting and stabbing 
food to be delivered to the mouth.  
Large mugs, tankards or even glasses 
were used, although most were simple 
but functional. I have seen historic 
and creative pirates alike using the 



same tankards, either of pewter or 
steel, wood or ceramic.

Remember that the luxuries were 
usually meant to be sold to the rich. 
As a ring showed status, so did your 

drinking vessel! Successful crews ran 
on full stomachs. The idea that a crew 
would continue to serve a Captain 
that would let them starve seems 
absurd. When in port, a pirate would 
be recognized quickly if he dressed 
above his station and was bartering 
expensive goods. Besides, why buy 
it when you can steal it? Night raids 
were also held in ports of berthed 
ships. This netted excellent payoffs of 
food and supplies.

Some luxuries could be found 
onshore in great abundance. In 
Florida there are many claims of 

pirate encampments, even as far 

northwest as into the Panhandle. One 
of the shoreline foods that could be 
found easily were muscadine grapes. 
Growing wild in Florida, they were 
excellent for making wines, or eating 
fresh from the vine.

Another luxury, made with honey, 
was candied meat. This was a favorite 
among many upper class and was 
sometimes sealed in clay canisters 
to be shipped back to France and 
England. I cook a similar recipe in my 
encampments. “Meat Candy” has a 
great following in my pirate crewe!

Recipes abound from this era in 
Caribbean history, and many dishes 
are easily cooked today with little or 
no modifications. I encourage any 

Some luxuries could
be found onshore



re-enactor to explore the fun of food 
and feast enjoyed by the brethren of 
the sea. Food and drink was a great 
escape for the pirates, as it is today. 
Ah, the weekend barbeque with a 
drink and a friend or ten! Eat up, me 
hearties, yo, ho!

In next month’s article, we will 
explore the difference between 
period, pseudo-period, and practical 
encampments and gear. It is so 
difficult to find a microwave on a 
deserted beach!

 Ken Adams is a multi-genre 
published author. He has participated in 
many Renaissance and Medieval Fairs for 
over 25 years in many aspects. Currently 
maintaining his own website and writing his 
books, his love of acting and re-enactment 
has led him to the addiction of piracy! 

 Currently he is the Galley Master as a 
member of the Crewe of Thee Leviathan. 

We are Crewe! 



It’s notable that in the Ships Articles handed down back in 1721 by arguably 
the most “successful” Captain of the Golden Age...”Black Bart” Bartholomew 
Roberts to the men who sailed among the pirate crews who together captured 
more than 400 ships in a 30 month period of time was an interesting clause. 
These articles spoke of the equal division of fresh plunder, voting priviledges, 
punishment for thieves, cause for marooning or execution, penalty for desertion 
or mutiny, pensions for injured according to the severity of wounds, the crewe 
member’s share of the booty, the fate of someone who were to smuggle a 
woman aboard...and the last item in the articles was...

Article XI - “The musicians to have rest on the Sabbath Day, only by night, but 
the other six days and nights, not without special favour.”

...in other words, Musicians must be available to play when required! A Seven 
day a week, Six night a week gig.

Clearly MUSIC was crucially important to Pirates, so much so that it was 
drawn into the very document that governed their behavior while part of their 
employ as a member of that crewe. Not only did music set or alter the mood, 
but was a key driver of productivity. In the days when human muscles were the 
only power source aboard ship, sea shanties served a practical purpose: the 
rhythm of the song served to synchronize the movements of the shipworkers 
while they toiled at repetitive tasks. They also served a social purpose. Singing 
and listening to song is pleasant! It alleviates boredom and lightens the burden 

Music to M’Ears
by Douglas Kosarek a.k.a. Kraven Moregrog



of hard work, of which there was no 
shortage of on long voyages.

In the Modern Age of Pirate Faires 
and Festivals, music also plays a 
crucial role. It serves as a clear 
signal that it is time for FUN, that 
entertainment is fully engaged and 
that song and dance are warrented.

Festival level bands are a special 
breed. The interaction with the crowd 
is different...it’s not only about the 
music, it’s about relating to the 
lifestyle and CONNECTING with the 
crowd. Those that do this well develop 
quite a loyal 
following...which 
in turn makes 
that band even 
more attractive 
to festival 
promoters who 
know they can 
count on that 
draw.

We would like 
this section of 
Pirate Nation 
Magazine to 
become a directory of Festival Level 
Bands with links directly to their 
MUSIC...so that YOU can hear bands 
you have not heard before, or so you 
can share songs from your festival 
favorites with friends. We also want to 
list a link to the booking information 
of the bands who are interested in 
playing more festivals. Together we 
can bring the bands to the fans and 
the fans to the bands.

In this month’s article we explore 
the path of four VERY talented bands. 
All of whom have performed well and 

worked their way into bigger and 
bigger bookings for well known events. 
Their musical styles are as unique 
as THEY are. Each has an interesting 
story of how they came into being.

The CRAIC
Almost three years ago Daniel 

O’Ryan had an idea for a new band...
similar to a band from his past...but 
with much more of an “ALL IN” kind 
of intensity. He had been performing 
at bars and festivals for years as a 
solo act playing the pipes and layering 

complex rhythms together, but he 
wanted more. He wanted to catch 
lightning in a bottle. He wanted to hit 
the stage and “BLOW them away with 
FUN and really intense musicianship 
giving fans something that they’ll 
never forget”. He wanted to literally 



create a SPECTACLE on stage and 
then get everyone to PARTICIPATE.

His inspiration came from a show 
he attended in Germany back in 1999 
when he saw Corvus Corax...which 
could best be described as Medival 
German Heavy Metal with ancient 
instuments. It stuck in Daniel’s soul 
that he MUST create an essentially 
PUNK METAL BAND from the 1500’s. 
With the addition of his now wife 
“Tonya the Norse” beating the BIG 
drums and an assortment of other 
percussive surfaces that is exactly 
what they got. Their fi rst show was 
in February of 2012 at the Bay Area 
Renn Fest and it blew up very quickly 
from there. Sometimes it seems that 
every musician on site at the festival 
ends up on stage as part of “the jam” 
with CRAIC. An offer for fi ve festivals 
from one promoter was followed 
by offers to travel to distant major 
festivals. The CRAIC show is now a 

major draw at the Colorado Renn Fest, 
the Pittsburg Renn Fest, the Florida 
Renn Fest in addition to countless 
Pirate Festivals and now Steampunk 
events (under the name Clockwork 
Knotwork) around the Country.

The entire band is incredibly 
photogenic and is now asked to 

appear on morning television shows in 
Festival Cities to promote the events...

They are known for their fantastic 
grand fi nale shows...constantly 
looking for ways to be more and more 
outragiously FUN. At the close of the 
Pittsburg Renn Fest recently, they took 
the stage with faces painted similar 
to the legendary rock band KISS...
if KISS had perfomed in 1541! With 
drumsticks on FIRE and a combination 
of the Dudelsack, Djembe, Didgeridoo 
and Stumpf Fiddle and raucous vocals 
the crowd went nuts.

The band is very busy...and just 
returned to Florida from four months 
on the road. They plan to take some 
time in December to fi nish and release 
their second album.

Craic is a Gaelic word, with no exact 
English translation. The closest you 



get is “fun.” There’s the expression 
“ceoil agus craic,” meaning “music and 
fun,” probably once used by locals to 
fortify themselves before heading off 
over an arduous mountain pass to 
the nearest ceili. Craic doesn’t appear 
in standard English dictionaries, but 
enter it as a search term on Google, 
and 42,500 listings come up. There’s 
obviously a lot of folks looking for 
craic out there.

The band wants to be viewed as 
“Musicians that don’t take themselves 
seriously who are SERIOUSLY 
talented, but ridiculous!”, said Daniel.

Put simply, having craic is having 
a good time or a laugh...and THAT 
is exactly what you get at a CRAIC 
Show.

The Bilge Pumps
The Bilge Pumps came together 

back in late 1999 from the remnants 
of a Scottish Highland Games troupe...
and although they have gone through 
a number of different lineups since 
then, this 5 piece band has been 
pretty steady since 2008. Looking 
back with lead singer Craig Lutke 
brought back some fond memories for 
him.

“I remember our fi rst real gig 
together...we were booked to play 
the Mardi Gras in Galveston, TX for 
a 2 hour show and to be honest we 
really only had about an hour and a 
half of songs in our set list.” Galveston 
is a town that is really proud of it’s 
Pirate ROOTS with the fi rst permanent 
European settlements on the island 
constructed around 1816 by the 
pirate Louis-Michel Aury as a base 
of operations to support Mexico’s 

rebellion against Spain. In 1817, 
Aury returned from an unsuccessful 
raid against Spain to fi nd the 
island occupied by the pirate Jean 
Lafi tte, who took up residence there 
after having been driven from his 
stronghold in Barataria Bay off the 
coast of New Orleans, Louisiana. 
Lafi tte organized the island’s 
settlement into a pirate “kingdom” 
he called “Campeche”, anointing 

himself the “head of government.” 
The Pirate Prince Lafi tte remained at 
Campeche until 1821 when he and 
his raiders were given an ultimatum 
by the United States Navy: leave 
or be destroyed. Lafi tte burned 
his settlement to the ground and 
sailed under cover of night for parts 
unknown. So needless to say the 
Blige Pumps Pirate Band had support 
from the crowd...of approximately 



200,000...who were gathered to hear 
all the bands that night including THE 
TEMPTATIONS. Quite a start.

The band leans on comedy 
more than most. Half Vaudeville 
and Half Songs with a lot of sight 
gags happening within the songs 
themselves to enhance the LIVE 
performance viewing experience. 
They add a lot of surprise bonus 
tracks to their albums, particularly 
“Filk’s” which are like cover songs but 
with the lyrics changed to be Pirate 
suitable...like Hotel California becomes 
Hotel Caledonia...Ballroom Blitz 
becomes BarRoom Blitz...Suffregette 
City becomes Buccaneer City. You get 
the idea.

The Bilge Pumps are now promoting 
their 7th Album available on Amazon 
and I-Tunes and DIRECTLY on their 
website. They are most likely to 
be seen in Texas, Oklahoma and 
Louisiana but have also toured 
California and Florida festivals of all 
sizes. They have opened for the likes 
of the Fabulous Thunderbirds, Los 
Lobo’s and Deep Purple...although 
Craig Lutke said that perhaps his most 
surreal moment was at the end of a 
festival he was led with other band 
leaders to get PAID for the night, 
and he was escorted by security into 
the back door of a BANK (while fully 
dressed out as a PIRATE with cutlass 
and fl ints) while he then waited in line 
while Kool & the Gang was paid out in 
CASH all in stacks of $20 bills...what a 
Kodak Moment that would have made.

The Rusty Anchors
The Rusty Anchors were formed 

a little over a year ago when Dirty 

James met the Pirates Angelina and 
Reuben Morgan. He wanted to do a 
CD of Sea Shanties and Celtic Tunes. 
They said they could help since 
Reuben Morgan, also known in the 
Music Industry as Reuben the Lounge 
Lizzard has recorded countless albums 
in an over 40 year music career. So 
Dirty James layed down some tracks, 
and the Morgans did some background 
vocals and IT SOUNDED SO GOOD 
that they knew they needed to be 
done LIVE. They added well known 
Florida based Pirate Percussionist 
Anthony Brisbane to round out their 
sound.

Their fi rst big gig was at the well 
known historical throw back pub 
called the Taverna in St. Augustine for 

International Talk Like a Pirate Day. 
The Taverna asked them to come back 



a little over a month later to play in 
the bar during the St. Augustine Pirate 
Gathering last year and they were a 
big hit. 

Since then the band has expanded 
to include guitar/mandolin by 
Sunnyland Steve Burchfi eld and has 
been booked to headline the Pirate’s 
Ball at Cedar Key, the Buccaneer 
Bash, the Punta Gorda Pirate Festival 
at Fisherman’s Villiage and has been 
asked to perform along with the 
Bawdy Boys at the upcoming St. 
Augustine Pirate Gathering’s Friday 
Night Formal Bash.

They are working on their second 
album and their music is available on 
Reverb Nation.

The Cog is Dead
John Sprocket had the idea to 

form a band in 2006. He is actually 
a professional voice over specialist 
by trade...and his fi rst two albums 
that he produced were actually 
comedy albums. Interestingly, the 
Band’s name was chosen BEFORE the 
decision to be a STEAMPUNK Band. 
John had picked the name from a list. 
It just JUMPED out at him. Then as 
the evolution began toward the rapidly 
expanding niche of Steampunk, the 
name seemed almost pre-destined.

The band’s persona came together 
and their backstory well written. The 
fi rst rehersals were done online and 
tracks were sent back and forth over 
the internet.

The initial recordings were incredibly 
well received by a broad audience 
and almost immediately The Cog is 
Dead was being mentioned on lists 

of the top steampunk bands in the 
world along with Vernian Process, 
Professor Elemental and Abney Park...
all very established bands touring 
internationally to big Cons with big 
budgets. Yet, at this time...with a 
growing global audience the band had 
yet to play a LIVE show!

Captain John Sprocket said it well 
when he expressed, “I believe if you 
work hard, write music that YOU 
enjoy and then let it all take off from 
there”...and it certainly has. The 
Cog is Dead is a steampunk band 
with a bit of a musical identity crisis, 
playing music of various styles. Their 
infl uences range from rock and roll 
to ragtime to russian folk music 
and movie scores. The members all 
portray steampunk timetravelers from 

the year 1893. As a time traveling 
band they travel to various points of 
time spreading their message to save 
steam power and analog clockwork 
while playing their marvelous melodies 
for all to hear and enjoy. Along the 
way they have discovered several 



types of marvelous music which has 
helped to inspire their own. 

“They say you can’t please 
everybody… sounds like a challenge to 
me!”, says Captain John Sprocket.

The Cog is Dead’s 
fi rst major gig 
(ANYWHERE) was the 
Florida Steampunk 
Exhibition East in 
April of 2012. I am 
pleased to disclose 
that I personally 
booked them for the 
gig, since Kraven 
Moregrog and Mickey Flint partnered 
to put on the Event. They were asked 
to open for the band that had just 
been voted the #1 Steampunk Band 
in the World, a band called Abney Park 
who were fl own in from Washington 

State to Daytona Beach to headline 
the Event. John Sprocket had been 
putting off playing LIVE because he 
didn’t know if they were ready, but 
he couldn’t pass up the opportunity 
to play with Abney Park!!! So play 

they did...and 
WOW, what a 
show. Many of 
the attendee’s 
expressed that 
The Cog is Dead 
was at LEAST as 
good if not better 
that night and 
ever since then 

the band has never looked back.

Since then the band has 
experienced what it is like to be 
fl own out to shows in distant states 
with Transportation, Air, Hotel and 
Expenses...they have been the 



Featured Headlining Act in Atlanta 
at DragonCon 2014...and wow’d the 
crowd with a multi-media show...yet 
they are still down to earth enough 
to compete in a local Central Florida 
battle of the bands like the Mai Tai 
Rumble to showcase their original 
music or play a local event if their 
schedule allows.

Their path to success was 
different...almost backwards and 
upside down...they still had to 
work really hard to get to the big 
stages...even though their popularity 
happened BEFORE their LIVE 
performances...perhaps The Cog is 
Dead really ARE time-travelers?

Here is a link to their performance 
at DragonCon 2014 in Atlanta

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=AFzxN4zloo0#t=116 

The music business has gone 
through a tremendous amount 
of CHANGE in the last decade...
there are fewer and fewer 
venues for LIVE performances 
and even fewer that promote 
ORIGINAL performances. Pirate 
Nation Magazine wants to 
help support the efforts of our 
community of musical artists.

If you are a Festival Level 
Band...or aspire to be...please 
submit your Band’s Name, 
Contact/Booking Information 
and a link to your music to 
FestivalBands@ourpiratenation.
com

Dirty James & � e Rusty Anchors
Sea Shanties , Celtic Tunes

http://rustyanchors.webs.com/

No Worries
Cd by Reuben “Lounge Lizard” Morgan





 It began with my introduction to 
one Dredmor Plunder. You may have 
met him, or maybe know of him... big, 
loud, hairy, kinda scary, smells like 
leather and Honeyberry cigars…

We had just begun dating and he 
invited me along to an event he was 

vending at, the Jean LeVique Pirate 
Days at John’s Pass in Madeira Beach. 

Sounded like a fun weekend. I didn’t 
realize at the time that it was going 
to be my initiation into this entirely 
other world, one which I had played 
in, but did not, as of yet, live in. The 
weekend began as expected. We got 
there early for set up, checked into 

the hotel we were sharing with a 
group of friends, and got ready for the 
ball. It was a memorable night, to say 
the least, fi lled with (formerly) live 

…or my stumble down the rabbit hole
                 and my inadvertent alteration of my life course...

it marked the fi rst 
day of the Hurricane 

season as well

-Rachel Martin, Dredmor’s Plunder



sharks, lots of rum and 
debauchery, and an 
impromptu pirate Paso 
Doble, with flogs of 
course. It was all quite 
surreal. 

Come the next 
morning, we were 
set up for vending. 
This was my first 
time working the 
booth with the loud, 
brawny one, and if I 
remember correctly, 
it marked the first 
day of the Hurricane 
season as well. The 
first part of the day 
started off as might be expected. 
It was hot and humid with a little 
offshore breeze, and I was promptly 
flogged and inducted into the crewe 
of The Harbinger. Totally normal. But, 
by the time my friend, Amanda, and 

I had walked back to the booth after 
lunch, we were running under it for 
cover from the full-on monsoon that 
materialized above and around us. 

Everything went from calm to chaotic 
in a matter of moments. Tents were 
upside down, rolling down the street 
like tumbleweed. Dred was yelling   

and grabbing leather 
belts, hooking them 
around the frame of 
our tent and positioning 
us to batten down the 
hatches! All around us, 
patrons were running 
for cover and vendors 
were scrambling to 
protect their wares. I 
think I saw a witch fly 
by on her bicycle. 

   A few pirates made 
their way to our booth, 
either for cover or to 
help us out. Everyone 
was soaked to the bone. 
There was the initial 

scramble to protect the wares. Some 
were holding down the tent while 

others were zipping up the curtains 
and covering up everything they 
could. It was utter pandemonium. 
But, after everything was sufficiently 



secured, we all came to the realization 
that we were having quite the 
piratical adventure. And, just as this 
dawned upon us, we also came to 
the realization that our rum was in 
the tent next to us. And not willing to 

abide this stormy adventure without 
it, I volunteered to procure the bottle 
by crawling under the tents to get it. I 
mean, soaked is soaked, right? So the 
rum was retrieved and passed around 

the tent to the sound of our silly selves 
singing sea shanties. This was my 

introduction to vending and piracy. Not 
glamorous perhaps, and probably not 
the most lucrative venture we’ve had, 
but I think we fared better than most 
and it was certainly an experience I’m 
not likely to forget anytime soon.

Fast forward a few years to the Cocoa 
Beach Pirate Festival this past June. It 
was Saturday, and all was going quite 
well. We had a steady flow of traffic 
and it was looking to be a productive 
day. 

Around midday, I got a call from my 
sister, who was babysitting our not-
quite-2-year-old, informing us that 
he had fallen and hurt his hand. She 
said it was sore but that he seemed 
okay, so I didn’t worry too much. 
He’s a rambunctious toddler and he’s 
constantly bumping into things and 
jumping off of other things, so this was 
hardly new. 

However, as the day progressed, he 
seemed to be getting worse rather 
than better and I was awoken around 
midnight to my very concerned sister 
talking of taking him to the hospital. 
This quickly escalated to a call for an 
ambulance when she was unable to 
move him without extreme anguish. 
At this point, I’m beginning to freak 
out a bit, but still thinking it couldn’t 
be much worse than a sprain. How 
could he have been relatively okay 

Fast Forward to 
Cocoa Beach Pirate 

Festival



all day otherwise? Well, it turned out 
worse. A couple of hours later, I was 
informed that he actually broke his 
elbow (it wasn’t his hand at all) and 
would need to go into surgery in a 
matter of hours. We were completely 
taken aback. We were hours away but 
we couldn’t let our little boy go into 
surgery wondering where his mommy 
daddy were, so we quickly got dressed 
and left in a mad rush around 4 in the 
morning to get to him in time, leaving 
our two teenage sons to run the booth 
for us. 

 Everything was chaos once again, 

but this was not fun. 

 We made it in time, and little 
Auggie was so happy to see us. He 
was uncomfortable and a little annoyed 
with his situation, but I think I might 
have been more scared than he was. 
So they took him into surgery and 
after a short time, the surgeon came 
out and told us that everything went 
perfectly and that our little man 
would be fine, so Dean (Dred) headed 
back to Cocoa Beach to pick up the 
boys and tear down the booth, while 
I stayed at the hospital waiting for 
him to be released. We were all very 



emotional and running on zero sleep. It 
was the longest weekend ever and one 
adventure we were more than ready to 
be over with. But, it was finally over. 

I swore to never leave him again, but 
in time things get back to normal and 
there are more events and adventures 
on the horizon. It is definitely not the 
most glamorous life, with a myriad 
of things unexpected and unplanned 
for. There are storms and accidents, 
sunburns and bugs, forgotten things, 
blown tires in the middle of nowhere 

during a lightning storm, roach motels 
in which the roaches are not even 
the worst part, and the bane of the 
vendors existence, the dreaded port-o-
potty. 

There was that time Dred took a lamp 
to the head and nearly sliced off his 
finger and worked all weekend with his 
duct taped hand, and the time I gained 
5 pounds from a block of cursed brie.

 The stories are endless and ever 
growing. You never know what will 

happen. And who knows what’s to 
come? I’m still a newbie after all. But, 
as weird as it gets, a cubicle-free life 
in which every work weekend includes 
a pub crawl still pretty much trumps 
anything. You just can’t beat that with 
a corner office and a 401K. We get to 
be pirates. 

“We get to be 
PIRATES!”

Dred and Rachel
Professional Photography by Verve Studio

http://www.vervestudio.com

Dre dmor’s Plunde r
Pirate Leather is What We Do 

Dredmor Plunder is a professional pirate and 
Tampa native that specializes in all of  your 

pirate leather needs, including, baldrics, boo-
ty bags, boot straps, bracers, and more. I 

specialize in custom orders and can help you 
achieve the look that you want. My goods are 
sold worldwide and can be found at most of  
your local pirating events. (813) 728-6012 

Email: dredmor@dredmorsplunder.com
online at 

www.etsy.com/shop/Dredmorsplunder



Wicked Wenches & Sea
Your online vote determines the cover for the November Issue - Whoever gets 
the most votes gets the cover!  The following are our nominees selected from 
the  submissions we recieved . Lovely ladies, beautiful mermaids, and wicked 
pirates! Who is your favorite?  Vote today at Pirate Nation Magazine on 
Facebook! https://www.facebook.com/piratenationmagazine

Ashley
Pearl

professional photograph by Rich Johnson
www.richjohnsonphoto.com

professional photograph by Ron Rozar

Caribbean Pearl, � e Pirate Siren 
~Jewel o’ the Oceans



Sirens Cover Contest

Eva Aideen
Valeri

Submit your images for the December Issue! 
The theme is Christmas ~ So send us your crazy Santas and sexy elves!!

email to ByrdaParadise@OurPirateNation.com
Images should be vertical, and be an 8.5x11 high resolution (300 dpi)photo.  

If it a professinal image a release from your photographer 
must accompany the photo

If you are chosen the submitted photo may not necessarily be the cover photo

professional photograph by Anthony Romeo: 
Romeo Fotogra� a
http://www.RomeoFoto.com

professional photograph by Gary Oroian



Wicked Wenches & Sea

Lisa
Andrea

Submitted photo

professional photograph by Michael Haun
Mermaid Tail by MerMaidsRus

Submit your images for the December Issue! 
The theme is Christmas ~ So send us your crazy Santas and sexy elves!!
email to ByrdaParadise@OurPirateNation.com
Images should be vertical, and be an 8.5x11 high resolution (300 dpi)photo.  
If it a professinal image a release from your photographer 
must accompany the photo
If you are chosen the submitted photo may not necessarily be the cover photo



Sirens Cover Contest
Go to to Pirate Nation Magazine Facebook 

page to find your favorite & vote by liking the image... the most "likes" wins
www.facebook.com/piratenationmagazine

Lady Jezebelle
freyaSubmitted photo

professional photograph by Stephanie Byrne
http://www.burnexposures.com/
https://facebook.com/BurnExposures



Summary: After rescuing a homeless 
teenager from a knife-wielding lunatic, 
and uncovering the secret of Mary, 
the spirit of a thief, trapped in St. 
Augustine’s Old Jail for one hundred 
years, sixteen-year-old Jack Rackham 
puts to sea with his friends in search of 
another lost treasure, this time, aboard 
the magnificent schooner, Reckless 
Endeavor.  
 
 The voyage will take them through the 
treacherous waters of the Bermuda 
Triangle to the islands of the Bahamas 
and, eventually, Fishtail Cay, where the 
infamous cutthroats Calico Jack and 
Anne Bonny, with the help of the Rat 
Eaters, buried a fortune in Aztec gold 
three centuries ago. Hidden among 
the ingots and artifacts is the Serpent 
Dagger, an ancient relic embedded with 
the Wind Jewel of King Quetzalcoatl, 
which holds mystic powers for one brave 
enough to learn its secrets and defeat 
the tragedies of the past.  
 
 Calico Jack, hanged for piracy in 1720, 
crashes through the barriers of death 
and time to join his young descendant 
in the quest to claim the Aztec gold. His 
schemes will prove more diabolical and 
deadly than the teenaged adventurers 
are prepared to face and the painful 
brand of his curse will leave an indelible 
mark on one of them forever. 

On Deck This Month: 
Author David Ebright

Book: Reckless Endeavor
 Jack Rackham Adventure Series



Review:  

This story is labeled as 
Young Adult, and the heroes 
are teenage boys, but while 
reading it with my nine year 
old powder monkey, I found 
myself just as enthralled 
in the tale as he was. Full 
of wild action, swirling with 
supernatural dangers, but 
also stocked with good 
family values and loyal 
friendships, I think there 
is something for any age 
group to enjoy in this tale. 
But ye be warned, Reckless 
Endeavor is not the typical 
pirate story, for Jack and 
Kai are not even pirates! Yet 
while facing the thrills of treasure hunting, 
sailing, and their encounter with the ghosts 
of Calico Jack and some of his crew, the 
heroes learn how to plot, plan, and bargain 
like pirates. It’s survival of the fittest out there 
on the high seas, and the author paints a 
perfect picture of the twists and turns that 
can arise when the only way to survive is by 
taking the law in your own hands.

Since reading this book, my son and I refer 
to the character’s like they are good friends 
of ours, and we often laugh about the funny 
things they said and reminisce the wild ways 
they handled the dangerous situations they 
faced. Of course, this book would be best 
suited for the young adults it was written 
for, but I would also recommend it for any 
pirate parents that want to share an exciting 
adventure on the high seas with their 

younger ones, and chances are, anyone who 
loves an action packed story and a good 
laugh will enjoy it as much as I did.

Interview: 
Welcome aboard my Endless Horizon, 
Dave! Have a seat and a glass of rum.

Dave: Thanks for inviting me.

Ivey: Though this is the second book in 
the series, we chose to discuss this one 
because it is more of a pirate tale than 
the first. Do you think it is alright for 
readers to start with Reckless Endeavor, 
or should they begin with Bad Latitude? 

Author Bio:  By day David Ebright manages large construction projects - schools, 
hospitals, pharmaceutical labs or railroads and by night writes the award winning Jack 
Rackham Adventure series. He lives in St. Augustine, Florida with his photographer wife 
Deb and their nearly-famous Scottish Terrier Augie.

Author: David Ebright



Dave: Absolutely. RECKLESS stands alone. 
Bad Latitude is a ghost story based in my 
hometown. It establishes my main character 
as the descendant of Calico Jack Rackham 
but the pirate theme doesn’t take off until 
the 2nd book RECKLESS ENDEAVOR and 
ramps up even more in the 3rd (GALLOWS 
POINT – coming out soon). In RECKLESS, 
the 16 year-old kids sail to the Bahamas 
searching for the lost treasure of Calico Jack 
who, despite being dead for nearly 300 years, 
joins them along the way leaving the boys 
to figure out if he’s an enemy or friend, a 
question answered, sort of, in the 3rd book.  

Ivey: Where did the idea for this wildly 
exciting treasure hunt begin?

Dave: It started when writing the chase scene 
with the ghost ship in Bad Latitude. The 
‘What If’ questions bombarded me and I knew 
another story would be told. RECKLESS 
ENDEAVOR starts with the hanging of 
Captain Jack Rackham, the escape of Anne 
Bonny, the birth of her son, and the 21st 
century discovery of the clues needed to 
locate the Rackham treasure. Bringing the 
dead pirate back to join his descendants in 
their search opened the floodgates, ultimately 
leading to the 3rd book and the attempt to 
rescue Calico Jack because, you know, ‘What 
If’?

Ivey: I always thought it would be 
fun to write a fantasy because of the 
endless possibilities. Are there any 
historic legends or myths backing your 
supernatural twist, or was it all derived 
from your imagination?

Dave: I live in the haunted seaside pirate 
town of St Augustine Florida. The place 
oozes history. It’s been sacked by pirates 
– including Sir Francis Drake in 1586 and 
Robert Searle in 1668. We have a massive 
Spanish-built fortress in the middle of town, 
constructed after the town was sacked and 
burned by Searle. Across from the Castillo, 

we have The Pirate and Treasure Museum 
filled with artifacts, including one of the two 
remaining original Jolly Rogers. Throw in 
all of the ghost tours, historic buildings, a 
lighthouse documented to have paranormal 
activity, and the fantastic beaches – well, 
that’s plenty to fuel anyone’s imagination, I 
suppose.

Ivey: Of all the historic pirates to choose 
from, what led you to pick Calico Jack as 
the hero's ancestor?

Dave: There is limited information, some 
of it conflicting, about Rackham. The fact 
that he was not as notorious as Blackbeard 
or Morgan didn’t matter. From what I could 
gather, he seemed flamboyant, had a great 
flag and two female crewmembers – which 
was rare, so there was plenty of potential, 
which was all I needed. Having the name 
Jack also helped, since my oldest grandson 
(also my protagonist) is named Jack. 

Ivey: I myself have not ventured much 
into the knowledge of modern day sailing 
vessels, but I was certainly impressed by 
amenities of Reckless Endeavor. Where 
did you find the inspiration for this ship?

Dave: Maybe it was part of my desire to keep 
the action moving at a breakneck pace as 
much as possible. Bulging sails snapping in 
the breeze, cruising through the warm azure 
waters of the Caribbean at a nice leisurely 
pace – kick back & relax. Sounds great – 
right? But I knew, ‘cause I’m pretty close to 
the character Pop (young Jack’s treasure-
hunter grandfather & the Owner of Reckless), 
that at some point in the story, my crew of 
teen-aged adventurers would have to haul 
arse to get out of trouble. So a fully restored 
100 year-old schooner with retracting masts 
& a pair of huge CAT engines tucked away 



below decks was born.     

Ivey: Dreaming of the islands as much as 
I do, it was rather enjoyable adventuring 
the beautiful places in this tale. Have you 
been to any of the locations you wrote 
about?  

Dave: Some of them, though no one has 
been to FishTail Cay. One of my favorite 
places in RECKLESS is The Last Resort, 
owned & operated by my friends Ebenezer 
and Florence – Eb and Flo for short.

Ivey: Chatting with you as I read, I 
learned that some of your characters 
traits and names are based on people in 
your life. Can you share with us some of 
these inspirations?

Dave: We had moved 1000 miles 
south. While puffing a fine Cohiba I was 
daydreaming about what a kick it would be if 
my grandson (Jack) spent summers with us 
here in Florida and I started writing a story for 
him. So my family became my characters, the 
story became a book and the book became 
a series. My wife Deb is Nan to a T. Jack and 
Kai are the combination of my sons – big, 
tough, gutsy, funny smart alecks – both good 
guys, best friends and completely loyal to 
one another. Rachel Lane, well she’s very 

complex, named after my old street. Pop? I’ll 
never tell.   

Ivey: Well, now I think I am ready to 
go plunder a ship comparable to your 
Reckless Endeavor and get out there on 
a treasure hunt. Before I go, I'd like to 
know: Who is your favorite historic pirate 
and why?

Dave: Calico Jack – no doubt. Again info 
is scarce but what’s not documented, as 
with several other pirates, are examples of 
brutality. It seems Rackham was more apt 
to plunder ships and allow the crews to sail 
on once he “got the goods”.  He was kind of 
a good bad guy and a great source for a full 
dose of ‘What If’.  

Ivey: Thanks for coming aboard, and 
I hope you can make it back soon to 
discuss the next book in the series, 
Gallows Point.

http://www.endlesshorizondesigns.com/

http://www.endlesshorizondesigns.com
http://www.amazon.com/David-Ebright/e/B004OH1RF2/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1411514823&sr=8-1


we connected with Sea Vancouver.  
They offered us a space for to be in if 
we dressed up as pirates.  I had been a 
wench in the past but never a pirate.  I 
could not resist.  I thought to myself ‘I’ll 
give it a go.  I’ve always been into trains, 
boats and airplanes.  I’ve always attended 
these things.  We should be able to find 
some interested folks there.’  And boy 
did we.  Even a few of the crews came to 
shore and spent their breaks with us.  It 
was fabulous.   That is probably how all of 
this began.   
 
 The first version of Charity was so 
quickly thrown together.  She was simply 
the ‘Pirate Captain’ as I didn’t expect the 
character to last.  ‘Just for one gig’, is 
what I told myself.  ‘I already have the 
first script of the renfest written and my 

Being Charity -  
The Life of a Pirate 

Performer
By: Christina Carr 

Part One.  The Beginning
 
 
 Back in the 1970s I became attracted 
to the world of Entertainment.  I dived 
into the deep end as quickly as I could 
and began my path into the world 
of imagination, education through 
entertainment and various forms of 
artistic expression.  But nothing really 
prepared me to be a pirate.  The thought 
of even putting a sword on my hip, 
wearing a fencing shirt or wrapping 
my head in a bandana was so far from 
my mind. Sure I would visit the tall 
ships docked down at Queen’s Quay on 
Toronto’s waterfront.  Sure I was taken 
in by stories of history and lore.  Sure all 
of that was in place and I learned a lot 
and dreamed of travel.  Sure I read all the 
stories and adventured in my mind.... But 
to BE a pirate.... No thought what so ever.   
 
 Then it happened.  Just over 10 years 
ago we were promoting the future of a 
renaissance festival here in BC.  We were 
setting up a 10X10 canopy at any event 
in the lower mainland of BC.  The idea 
was to show the public what a renfest 
is and then ask a series of questions in 
order to help us gear our project to our 
public.  Agricultural faires, neighborhood 
events, cultural gatherings.  We hit a 
variety of functions and events and then 



character is not a pirate so no need to 
spend too much money or time on this 
one.  Just one gig.’   
 
 I spent more time that weekend 
dealing with some yacht snob insisting 
that women were never on board ships 
unless it was to be a ‘maid to men’, than 
I did performing or talking about the 
renfest.  His constant opinion that women 
should be used then discarded was 
tossed at us every time he passed.  In his 
eyes I, and those like me, were glorifying 
women and that history was modified 
to appease the modern woman.  It is 
all falsehoods and lies.  By the middle 
of the four days I was so bothered by 
his determination to share his own 
insecurities that I was spending my 
evenings adding to my already existing 
knowledge through more and more 
research and then, the next day, passing 
all of that knowledge on to the little ones 
right in front of the guy.  It did not take 
long for me to realize that there is a huge 
hole in certain types of entertainment.  



Talk Like A Pirate Day was soon after 
and no one here seemed to know what 
that was so we put together some pirate 
games rented a space and had a TLAP 
Party.  There and then I decided that 
Charity should live and my head filled with 
thoughts as to how to do so.  

I made it my goal to not only talk to 
adults and young ones alike about the 
renfest and if there should be one in BC 
but also talk about how they feel and 
perceive the characters they already 
associate with.  I asked them to share with 
me what they always want out of their 
favourite stories.  I discovered some pretty 
eye opening points.  

So many of them felt that the traits 
most lacking from common popular 
characters were:

Strong women without loosing their 
feminine appeal or being so over sexed 
many parents didn’t think of them as ‘kid 
friendly.’ 

Strong Male characters that can work 
along side those women and not be 
degraded. 

Women that don’t ‘hide’ in a male look 
but don’t ‘hoist the ladies’ to the middle 
of nowhere to get attention.  Many of the 
husbands jokingly disagreed with that 
one.  The women in the conversation just 
humoured him.  One mother described it 
as ‘sexy without the heels.  Mother without 
the age but keep the discipline.’ 

Flood after flood of images and ideas 
came one after another. 



I described to them what a renfest is 
as well as how male dominant the time 
period is and asked them what they 
felt would compliment modern images 
of heroes and heroines.  I got some 
incredible responses on that point as well.  

I actually wound up taking so many 
complimenting AND conflicting notes that 
finding the common ground was so much 
harder then it would have been if I had 
just written it from my own imagination.  I 
plowed through constantly repeating to 
myself ‘They are the audience.  They are 
the show.’  and continued on.  Next step... 
Clear it all up to create a new script, new 
characters and a new project for some 
incredible people.  One thing became 
clearest so fast... I couldn’t loose Charity.  
That original character that was created 
for me to perform?  She was unfortunately 
tucked onto the back burner.   
 
 So the creation of Charity began and 
I have been asked to share that journey 
with you.  Over the next little while I 
will introduce you to the process this 
performer went through in order to reach 
the Charity I am today.  It is one process 
out of many artistic ventures within this

community and is only meant as a 
bit of ‘behind the scenes’ peek into 
a process.  Possibly you may find 
encouragement, in the stories, that may 
help you chose what you can contribute 
to your own life and your own ventures.  
It will touch on my corner of the acting 
community, prop community, costume 
community, stage/sword fighting 
community, video and photo, self image 
and as many other little parts of being 
Charity, this publication will allow me to 
share with you. 
 

 



This is why I do this.  I do it for my audience.  I 
do this for you and within that, I am doing this 
for me.  

There’s your introduction folks. I hope it 
held your interest.  

May our ships pass peacefully in the night.

I say nothing of the day.

 
Christina Carr 
AKA Charity Ann Rackham 
Captain of the Jade Dragon 
Admiral of the Rackham Fleet 
And as declared by PDXYar at Rusty Scuppers.. 
Pirate Queen of the North

Next article: Developing the character

Photographs courtesy of Christina Carr and Kirsty 
Wilson of KJW Photography British Columbia, CA 
www.twitter.com/KJWPhoto



http://www.jadedragonpirates.com


 G.W. Photography  & Art Snapshots 
Looking at life through one moment in time. 

One snap shot at a time. 
Event photography with a professional yet 

non-intrusive approach specializing in 
Photojournalist candid  photography

The Photography Of Ginny White

find me on facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
GWPhotographyArtSnapshot

Reverend Morgana is a Psychic 
Medium who co-hosts Best TV Network’s, 
Sisters for the Soul and Angel’s Unveiled.
  

 www.MorganaStarr.com

She is internationally known for her work 
directly with Archangel Anael, her books, 
and group or private sessions.

Her readings help clear negative blockages 
like anger & fear, leaving you feeling peace, 
hope and a new direction. 

She is involved in pirating events throughout 
Florida with her crew, enjoying her life in true 
Angelic fashion.

Morgana is the go-to Psychic for Celebrity 
Lacey Wildd, Reality TV star, who has been 
featured on MTV,LIFETIME, 20/20.  

She is available for Skype,  Phone & In-
Person Readings

Morgana Starr: The Sea Witch
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https://www.facebook.com/GWPhotographyArtSnapshot
http://facebook.com/MorganaStarr


looked out for their own. Charity begins at 
home.

Many crewes have faced this...a well 
known and loved member falls ill. Then 

what? Some decide to pass the hat. Others 
choose to host a benefit. A few will lauch a 
GoFundMe page or set up a donation trust 
account (free at almost any bank).

Our only suggestion...if you are going 
to DO GOOD WORK then DO IT RIGHT. 
What ever charitable effort you are making 
be sure to REGISTER with your State and 
Local Authorities. MOST States have very 
strict statutes concerning the solicitation of 
funds on behalf of others without filing an 
application or exemption to do so AND the 
proper financial disclosure forms that go with 
it. In most cases the process is VERY simple 
and inexpensive or FREE. These laws are in 
place for consumer protection and carry stiff 
penalties...and rightly so...because using the 
word CHARITY is a sacred public trust. That 
means the STATE has a duty to TRUST but 
VERIFY by requiring registration and filing 
of financials regarding the solicitation of any 
funds.

There is a very good reason we bring this 
up.

Charity is all around you...literally 
everywhere you look if you are a person of 
compassion. All you have to be is willing 
to “take up the banner and support the 
cause”. Pirates are well known for thier 
support for charitable endeavors...in fact 
some claim charitable work as their “Raison 
d’être”, their entire reason for existance. 
Some actually incorporate as a 501(c)3 
Charitable Organization to literally BECOME 
a charity. Others will support a charity by 
being part of events where the Charity that 
is receiving the proceeds directly provides 

someone from their organization to “handle 
all the money” by accepting and soliciting 
the actual donations.

There are so many in need. Many in 
our own community. Pirates who happen 
to be part of the “Bootstrap Working Poor” 
where you have a job and work hard but 
KNOW how hard it is to make ends meet 
before the end of the month. If something 
unexpected happens, all of a sudden you 
have an individual or family in crisis. It 
could happen to almost any one of us.

When we look back to the Golden Age 
of Piracy, one thing has ALWAYS stood out 
to me...and that is how crew members 
who suffered an injury, lost a limb or 
an eye...were given a large payout...
almost like a modern accidental death and 
dismemberment benefit. Pirate Crewes 

A good time for a good cause!

Give till it hurts 
in order to stop 
someone else 
from hurting.

Do good work
then

Do it Right!



Many people have already contacted us 
because they have heard that Pirate Nation 
Magazine is willing to donate Advertising 
Promotional Space to support the efforts 
of the Pirate Community when they are 
raising money for a registered Charity. 
Our Policy is very straight forward and 
clear. The organization does NOT have to 
be a 501(c)3 or hold tax exempt status. 
However, the name of the organization 
must come up as a registered charity in 
their state when we search the responsible 
department in that state. The exception 
would be when money is being raised for 
an individual DIRECTLY and there is NO 
ADMINISTRATIVE or FUND RAISING FEE 
and there is a trust account in place at a 
banking institution or payment processor 
(like PayPal or GoFundMe) in the name of 
that individual.

We will publicize and promote those 
efforts. We cannot verify, validate or 
endorse the cause just because we 
have extended space to them...and we 
encourage you to check the financial 
reporting that organizations file with 
the state (or proposed budgets for new 
organizations) to find out how much of 
your money is actually going to the cause 
vs. overhead and expenses.

There are national GIFT GIVING 
GUIDES that help any citizen look up the 
name of the organization they are giving 
their money to as a donation...and it builds 
tremendous confidence when the name 
of a group you support pops up on the 
screen as having a solid status with the 
state. Then Give till it hurts in order to stop 
someone else from hurting.

~Kraven MoreGrog

The RESCU Foundation is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization established to promote and maintain the 
health and medical well-being of the participants of Renaissance Faires, historical performances and 

other artistic events through financial assistance, advocacy, education and preventative programs.

The name “RESCU” stands for: 
Renaissance Entertainers
Services Crafters United. 

How RESCU Helps

RESCU can provide  Financial 
assistance for your medical needs for you 
and your dependents if you have or have 
had a participant pass to a festival.

RESCU will assign an advocate for 
those who are physically or emotionally 
unable to advocate for themselves. 

Please visit our RESCU Programs page 
for further information on RESCU’s various 
educational and assistance programs.

To date RESCU has disbursed over 
$450,000 worth of medical aid, and in the 
last 4 years, our Advocacy Program has 
achieved nearly $3 million in medical bill 
abatement for our applicants.

Footnote:  In this article I speak of helping people individually, there is also a way to help in a broader 
scope.  See the below information about the Rescu Foundation which supports individuals in the 

Renaissance and Re-enactment communities when they find themselves in need. We support RESCU.

http://rescufoundation.org/


“Well friends hold onto your 
hats. This ones a doozy... 

Been traveling up to Peoria 
Illinois to attend my 97 year old 
grandmothers funeral and an 
extended stay to support family. 

Waiting at the airport to board my 
fl ight home and bang. I 
had a heart attack just 
sitting in my chair at gate 
9. TSAs and EMTs rushed 
me to Methodist Hospital 
emergency room. After 
and angiogram and an 
angioplasty procedure the 
surgeon said I needed 
open heart bypass right 
now. On a positive note, 
the initial quintuple bypass was down 
graded to quadruple once they got 
inside. 

A few days in ICU and then 
recovery and I am released from the 
hospital. Yay. I am doing well. All 
indications are that my recovery, while 
long and slow, will be a strong one. I 
am however not released from Illinois. 
I am currently staying at a halfway 
house facility connected with the 
Methodist Medical Center. 

Fundraiser for expenses and medical bills in support of Mark Wood.  Friend fellow 
Pirate, and like many un-insured and hit with a very unexpected personal crisis.  

His story is below - please click on the Go fund me logo in the lower right to help.

http://www.familyhousepeoria.
org/our…/slideshow/gallery.html

Well anyway, sorry for making 
a long story longer. Lol. Of course 
music performance is suspended 
indefi nitely. There are separate 

releases that I’ll get 
from my surgeon. 
One to fl y back 
home which could 
be a month. The 
other, a return to 
the stage. One 
step at a time my 
friends. I can’t talk 
on the phone so 
please don’t call. 

Texts and FB are ok just understand 
that it might be awhile before I 
can respond. I’m doing just fi ne 
folks. Thanks in advance for you 
comments. I will update ASAP. Raise 
one for me as I have experienced a 
game changer.”



Before donating to any charity,  you want to be sure that the lion’s share of the money will 
go where it’s needed.  Every charity has different overhead costs...some are covered with all 
volunteers, but many have paid professional employees who handle the business of soliciting 
contributions. You can research you favorite charities -- learning how much of your donation 
will go to the intended purpose (vs. how much will go to overhead) at several web sites 
like Give.org, CharityWatch.org and CharityNavigator.org. 

Here are some more important tips to keep in mind:

• Don’t give cash. Legitimate charities or good causes will take a check...because they have 
an established bank account.

• Don’t give your credit card, bank account or personal information to telemarketers. If you 
want to donate, initiate the call yourself. 

• Don’t give in to pressure...even peer presure from FRIENDS who are volunteering for a 
cause. Anyone that can’t wait for a donation while you check out his or her organization is 
likely to not be completely on the up and up. 

• Expect specifi c information. Ask for the specifi c name of the organization. Ask what kind of 
relief this organization is going to provide. Don’t give your money to a vague appeal. You 
deserve specifi cs.

• Check out the charity with national, state and local authorities. Legitimately established 
charities register with their State.  Each State has a website for you to quickly determine 
if a charity is registered properly and has fi nancial reporting on fi le. Those who are 
incorporated as non-profi t 501(c)3 charitable organizations are further registered with the 
Internal Revenue Service. You can search for specifi c non-profi t organizations on the IRS 
website, irs.gov.

• Beware of newly formed organizations. If the charity is new, you may have to rely on your 
relationship with the company or sponsor of the organization to determine whether you 
trust the group. THIS DOES NOT mean that you should not contribute to a new cause, just 
that even they should be registered for the protection of everyone involved.

• Report abuses to the nearest Better Business Bureau and the State Attorney General’s 
offi ce. Both are listed in local telephone directories. You can also report abuses to the 
National Fraud Information Center at (800) 876-7060. NFIC also has a web-based 
complaint form atfraud.org. 

When you are comfortable...Do give. Experts agree that charitable needs will continue to 
expand.

Charitable
Donationsguide

When you are asked to give:





Submit YOUR photobombs to 
Pirate Nation Magazine!  Email to 
ByrdaParadise@OurPirateNation.com. 
By submitting your photo you certify 
that you own the rights and release 
permission for publication of the 
photo(s) and that all subject(s) in the 
photo agree to the same!





Great Job 
Julie! 

 Thank you
 for

participatin
g!

Julie Bryant
Home Faire : 
Michigan Renaissance Festival 
Business Owner/Photographer
Professional Photograph by
Len Woods


